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SIR,-I have been greatly initerested in the correspon-
dence in your col-Oumnllis on the toxicitv of certaini hypnotic
drrugs. It is so rarely that I have occasion to pr-escribe
anlythiing of the sort that tlhe two followinig cases, which
recently camie uinider my observatioin, have made all the
greater im-pressioni on me.
In the first case, an otherwise healthy youing woman, who had

suffered for miiany moniths from insomnia, for which sheI had had
no previous rratment, was recommended veronal. Two doses only
werc sufficLiu to cause toxic symptoms of suich severity that the
patient was th1oroughly alarmede and refused to take any nmore.

In the second case dial was given, and in this case one dose was
sufficienit to cause toxic symptoms, wlichl were even mor e severe
than those seen in the first patient. In both cases the symptoms
.were those described in the original paper-muscular weakness and
fatigue-ini the second case amourting to a tempor-ary paralysis,
coldness of the extremities, a rapid anid feeble puilse, a subnormal
temperature, and a marked degr-ee of dr owsiness and mnental
confusion.

I may say that I have beeni very clhary of prescribing
the bar-bitonie deri-vati-es since meetiing these two cases.-
I am, etc.,

Lonldon, W.1, July 4tlh. D. WINIFRED HALL.

EARLY SYMPTOMS IN DISEASES OF THE
BR EAST.

Sli,-Ill iI-\ lecture on early, symptoms in diseases of the
breast, w7bhihel is published ini your issue of last week
(July 9thi, 1). 47), I have iuinitenitionally somewhlat mis-
representeld the notes in the MIinistr-v of Health rel)ort oni
the incidenee of pain in cancer. in the report (Public
Health and Medical Subjects, No. 32 of the Miniistry of
Health ser ies) dealing with thte antecedent histories of
503 patients whlo lhad been ol)lated iupoon for cancer *-f
the breast, and all of wlhom were carefullv quiestioaied upon
this and other points, no fewelr tlani 83, or 17.7 per cent.,
ga-e paini as the first symp)toni, that is before anyluimiip
was 1)palplable. The repor-t oni these cases, whliclh wi-as c'oini-
piled by Dr. Janet Lan1e-Clayp),)in, points ouLt the impor-tance of niot relaxing atterntion uiitil " eithier the l)ain has
subsided, leavin1g a normal brleast, or1 until oper'ative
mneasures hiave been1 decide(d uipon." The figt2res support.
mnV owan con1viction, wI-ich1 I exl)ressed in mv lecture.

I hope Dr. Lane-Claypon will accept nmy apologies and
appreciate everyvone's admiration for lher lPperserance in
establishing the facts of her important work.-I anm, etc.,
London, U-., July 11th. G. LENTHAL CHEATLE.

MEDICAL SECRECY.
SIR,-Since writing the pap,0er I r-ead tos the Medico-

Legal Society oni June 23rd, an, abstract of which was pub-
lished in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL Of Julv 2n1d (1). 17),
my atten1tion has been directed by Sir- William Collins to
the regulationis regarding venereal disease clillics. The
Public Healtli Venereal Disease- Regulations, dated Jutly
12th, 1916, issued by the Local Governmien-t Board, pre-
decessor of the Miniistry of Healtlh, to local author ities,
contain the followiiig instruction:

Article 11 (2). All information obtained in regard to anyperson tr eated under a scheme approved in pursuance of thisarticle shall be r-egarded as confidential.
A memorlandumn was also issued by tle Local Governmiient

Board which contained the followinlg statemients:
"It is essenitial that each patient attending for diagnosis or

treatment should be assured that, althouglh his home address willbe kept confidentially for reference, it will never be com-musicated to others. The desirability of lhaving the home addressin order to be able to arrange subsequent appointments should beexplained to the patient."
" At an early visit the patient's name and home address shouldbe noted confidentially and kept separate from his clinical record.It should be explained to the patient that the home address willunder no circumstances be used except for confidential communica-tions to the patient himself respectinig his treatment."
Obviously these provisionis cr-eate special conditions

regarding patients attending v-enereal disease clinics, and
may impose legal obligations of secrecy upon tle local
authority anid its medical and other se uovalnts. Ho catle
regulations would affect disclosure in thev nts. How thregua~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ te w-itness-box isdoubtful. They purport to be made under st4tutory
powers. Conwequently if the 'regullations. were iheta vires

it might well be contended that statutory secrecy had been
established. Butt however this may be, the ethical position
is plain, both for- doc:tors anid laymen engaged in venereal
dlisease clllicael work.-I am, etc.,

London, S.,. July- 5tlh. -RIDDELL.
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F.R.C.P.E., F.R.C.S.E.,
Histologist in the Laboratory of the Royal College of Plhysicians,

Edinburgh.
Du.. J. WV. DAWSo.N-. died, oni June 26th, at his resi(dence
in Edlilburglh aifter a long illness. He had niot enjoyed
robust health for- many vears, and for somiie umontlhs hlis
C(oidition lhad been a matteI of concern to his numlerous
friends. Dr. Dlawson w-as bornii in 1870 in Iiidia, anid wA-as
educated at the Ediniburgh I-ni.stitutioni. He commenced
the studylv of medlicine at Edinburgh Uiniversitv in 1888,
buit before hii.s course was ccimpleted he suffered from a
S(erious blreakdowit, aiid( the llnext eleveii years of his life
w-ere spent abroad, mainly in Incdia an(i New Zealanid,
wi1here for a tinme lie was engaged in. sheep-farming. in
1603 lho was able to riesumiiie the study of miiedicine and
gra(lluatedl M.B., C.M. in the followinig year. Imnmnediately
after graduiation hie devoted himself to research w*ork,
whlichl held special attr actions for Iiim, and s-everal vears
-ei-e spenlt, (chiefly in the laboratory of the Roval College of

Plhvsicianis, w-oriking in collaborationi with thle late Dr.
Alexander Bruce. In 1910 the Syine FellowN-ship in Sutrgery
was awarded to him anid in 1911 ie graduated M.D., e;eiv-
ing a gold mnedatl for hiis thesis dlealing with " Studies on
Inflamnmation.' He was the author of an elaborate miono-
giraph on the histology of disseminiated sclerosis, publisliod
ini the Tlwiis"cotios of thle Roy-al Societv of Edinbuiigl in
1915. This woirk tlhr ewx mu;ch1 lighit ul)oll tile 1m1inluto
chaniges that occur in this obscure disease, anid thle sa no
sutbject was thei basis of a th1esis for thwD..2eD. d(-rce,
wh1ich lie teok in 1916. Othler cContributions bv himiii to
pathological literature- included papers on nowliti,P1' lleleiru-
inata of the central nervous systertn, oni the lyn0)1llatics of
tlhe cenitral nervous system, oni generalized csteitis fibi-osa
(in collaborationt w-tit Mr. J. WV. StrutLoers), publlishe(l
ini the EdibvrqlhMe11dical JourInal in 1923; a papler on
melanomnata; and(I one on1 syriiigolneliva.

Durinig the war (191.5-19) Dr. Dawsol)n wA-as occuupied
in teachIiing pathology in connexion wA-itlh the class irn
E,(linbinrg,ni University and in the Royal Infirmary. 'Manry
oilei-s of al)poilitinents bothi at hiomiie" atid abr-oadl came to
lim, but were regr,etfully decliine-d on grounids of hiealth,
an-d he preferred to sp1end lhis tinie in quiet work in the
laboratory of the Royal College of Physicians.
He becanme a Fellow of the Royal College of Plhysicians

of Edinibuigh in 1924. Foir imany years hie acted as hiisto-
logical expert in the laboratory of thie College, and here his
opiniion as to the p)atllological niatuire of tuniours an-id othe?
tissues wa*s hield in the hiiglest esteem by his colleagues.
In this capacity his place will be very difficult to fill,
because firomi lonig experience anid the meticuloufsl carec thiat
lie devoted to microscopic work, hie hiad attained great
(exper-tne!ss in the (liagnosis of douibtfuil cases of malignianicy
and on-i many othe'r matters. For some months before hiis
(leath Dr. Dawson hiad been engaged in preparing the
tlhree Mor-isoit Lectures, -hichi he hlad beeni invited to
deliver befor-e tle IRovyal College of Physicians. Although
it is undlerstood thiat these, whichl dealt wi-itlh recTnt
advanices in knowledge of the minullte structure of the
lnervous system, wi-ere alnmost ready for delivery, it will be
a loss to scientific medicine that he u-as prevented from
coimpleting an(d giving tlhem. Dr. Dawson was a mtian of
imiodest and(i retiring disposition, wh-lio enjioved in a very
lighmeasire the affection and respect of iiis professionll,
colleagues. His literarv and scientific initerests Were erly
wide outtside of the subject w-hich specially attracted 11i"i
atteiltioii. In 1924 he ptublishied in the Edlinburqfh lle(eicacl
Jt!urnol ani essay entitled " The Spirit of Leisure and the
Spirit of WVork," which described in an airesting mnanmier
the quiet l)leasure to be dlerived from a simple tlhough
purpo4f-ul -life. All that he did was characterized by- th}e


